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positive shapes (figure)
negative shapes (ground)

SPACE IS A SHAPE




positive shapes (figure)
negative shapes (ground)

Artists and designers need
to see shapes as well
as the objects that
shapes represent




FIGURE/GROUND

STABLE

Forms placed in front of background
Usually figure or ground dominates
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FIGURE/GROUND
REVERSIBLE

Figure and ground interpenetrate
Both are perceived equally

Are these white shapes on black
ground or black shapes on white
ground?
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Both are perceived equally




FIGURE/GROUND

AMBIGUOUS

Figure and ground are equally
interesting shapes

Elements can be figure and ground
simultaneously
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CONTRAST
— emphasis, dominance
— Use color/value, size, or isolation

Creates a focal point

— draw viewer’s attention to an area of
the design

Leads to a hierarchy
— Where does the eye go first? Where

does it go next?
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RHYTHM
Repetition of elements
— Can create pattern or texture
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— Introduce slight changes to add sense
of movement and energy
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*'RHYTHM
*Repetition of elements
—Can create pattern or texture
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Repetition of elements
— Can create pattern or texture




ALIGNMENT

Creates associations between elements in a
design

Invisible lines used to position various
elements

Internal grid creates structure for a
design




ALIGNMENT

Creates associations between elements in a
design

Invisible lines used to position various
elements

Internal grid creates structure for a
design




PROXIMITY

We tend to group elements of similar size,
shape, and color

— Perceived as units rather than
individual lines or shapes
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